


Module: Part Three Acting on Your Mastery of Grad Student Skills 
Topic: 5D. Draft Admission Essay(s)
Activity Five: Writing a Personal Statement and Statement of Purpose
Purpose: Scholars will write a rough draft of their personal statements and statements of purpose. For assistance schedule a visit with the UCF Writing Center.
Instructions: 
The biggest step is starting, this may take the form of a concept map you construct or a 15-minute rapid fire session in which you write down anything that you think of, without concern for grammar. Make sure your statement of purpose somewhat adheres to the formula outlined below. 
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Paragraph IV: Body #3 (Junior Year/ Summer Research Experience)     _____ Sentence outlining the paragraph’s main topic (sub thesis)     _____ Describe third or continuing research experience.     _____ State research  topic and central questions.   _____ Mentors.   _____ State your role and achievements.     _____ Outline hard skills gained.     _____ Outline soft skills gained.     _____ State main life lesson from experience.    _____ Describe summer research experience.    _____ State res earch topic and central questions.   _____ Mentors.      _____ State your role and achievements.    _____ Outline hard skills gained.    _____ Outline soft skills gained.    _____ State main life lesson from experience.   
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Paragraph V: Body #4 (Senior Year)     _____ Sentence o utlining the paragraph’s main topic (sub thesis)     _____ Describe fourth or continuing research experience.     _____ State research topic and central questions .   _____ Mentors.      _____ State your role and achievements.     _____ Outline hard skills gained.     _____ Outli ne soft skills gained.     _____ State main life lesson from experience.  
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Paragraph VI: Body #5 (Program Customization)      _____ State your future goals (Ph.D., societal contributions and academic job).      _____ State your research topic of interest.   _____ Express t hat you want to add to the departments legacy and that you will benefit greatly  from the department’s guidance. In other words, a symbiotic relationship.     _____ Mention the departmental research specialty that matches your interest.   _____ Name potential facu lty mentors.    _____ Mention any pleasant encounters you had with faculty members in the department.     _____ Mention resources you will benefit from inside and outside the department.    
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Paragraph VII: Conclusion      _____ Restate central thesis   _____ Catchy closing   sentence  
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Paragraph I: Introduction      _____ Memorable Opening Sentence (make them remember you and your interests) 1  –   2   In no particular order   _____  Mention PhD Program you Plan to Pursue   _____  Career Goals   _____   Research Interests and What you Plan to do  w ith  that   _____  Personalize to the program you are applying to      Thesis about myself as a strong graduate candidate for the program and contributing member of society  
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Paragraph II: Body #1 (Freshman Year)     _____ Sentence outlining the paragraph’s main topic (sub t hesis).     _____ State why research is important to you.   _____ Outline what made you decide to pursue research (personal or academic life event).     _____ Describe first research experience.       _____ State research topic and central questions.   _____ Mentors.      _____ S tate your role and achievements.     _____ Outline hard skills gained.     _____ Outline soft skills gained.     _____ State main life lesson from experience.  
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  Paragraph III: Body #2 (Sophomore Year/ Summer Research Experience)   _____ Sentence outlining the paragraph’s m ain topic (sub thesis)     _____ Describe second or continuing research experience.     _____ State research topic and central questions.   _____ Mentors.     _____ State your role and achievements.    _____ Outline hard skills gained.    _____ Outline soft skills gained.     __ ___ State main life lesson from experience.    _____ Describe summer research experience.    _____ State research topic and central questions.   _____ Mentors.     _____ State your role and achievements.     _____ Outline hard skills gained.     _____ Outline soft skills gain ed.     _____ State main life lesson from experience.   


